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INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO USIA-15 /030W 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL GV US 

SUBJECT: EVALUATION OF THOMPASON BASKETBALL VISIT 

1 . AS EXPECTED NBA'S DAVID THOMPSON, QUINN BUCKNER, 

AND MONTE TO WE (TBT) WERE GREAT SUCCESS IN CU BASKETBALL 
VISIT JUNE 17-24, FIRST U.S. SPORTS APPEARANCE IN 
GUINEA SINCE 1975. 

2. THEIR TASK WAS DIFFICULT: GUINEAN BASKETBALL WAS 
AT LOW POINT; MEN'S TEAM HAD LOST FOUR STRAIGHT; 

GIRL'S TEAM FACED IMPORTANT MATCHES. TBT SELFLESSLY 

DRILLED AND SCRIMMAGED WITH GUINEANS ONCE OR TWICE DAILY UNTIL 
IMPROVEENT WAS VISIBLE. TBT WON OVER NOT ONLY PLAYERS, 

COACHES AND OFFICIALS BUT ALSONCOME 500 SPECTATORS 
DAILY WITH SWUPERSTAR NBA TECHNIQUE, HIGH SPIRITS, AND 
GENUINE FRIENDLINESS. CONAKRY WAS A-BUZZ ABOUT "THE 
AMERICANS"; TBT UPSTAGED NICELY THE START OF SOVIET- 
GUINEAN YOUTH WEEK AND, ACCORDING TO GUINEAN 
BASKETBALL FEDERATION, INFUSED NEW LIFE INTO THE SPORT. 

THOMPSON BECAME VIRTUAL LEGEND AMONG SPORTS-MINDED YOUNGSTERS. 

3. VISIT GAVE EMBASSY EXCELLENT AND POSITIVE EXPOSURE TO 
GOG SPORTS SECTOR AND OTHER FRESH CONTACTS. CHARGE AND 
TBT HOSTED RECEPTION JUNE 18 WHICH DREW ABOUT 40 GUINEAN 
SPORTS FIGURES, HEADED BY ALPHA SOW, CHEF DE CABINET OF 
YOUTH-SPORTS MINISTRXLPM LUNCH AT PAO'S HOUSE DREW OTHER OFFICIALS. 
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TBT WERE INTRODUCED TO CROWD AT PEOPLES PALACE AFRICAN 
BALLET EVENING JUNE 22. ARRIVAL RATED GUINEAN RADIO 
COVERAGE. TBT WERE FIRST FOREIGN ATHELTES TO BREAK INTO 
MONTH-OLD GUINEAN TV, WITH 20 MINUTES DEMONSTRATION AND 
INTERVIEW PROBABLY WATCHED BY MOST OF GUINEA'S 1500 TV SET 
OWNERS, MOSTLY ELITE OFFICIALS AND THEIR FAMILIES. PROGRAM 
WAS RUN ON VTR FOR PRESIDENT SEKOU TOURE ON JUNE 24. TBT 
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ALSO GAVE INTERVIEWS TO "HOROYA" AND "GUINEE-SPORT". 

ALPHA SOW PRESENTED TBT WITH OFFICIAL GOG COMMENDATIONS AT 
VISIT S END. ONE HIGHLIGHT WAS PRESENTATION OF SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT- BASKEJALLS, SHOES BY THOMPSON AND JERSEYS, 

SHORTS, INSTRUCTION BOOKS - TO SPORTS MINISTRY UNDER 
U.S. GUINEA SELF HELP AGREEMENT. FOUR FILMS, INCLUDING 
NBA ALL-STAR GAME AND NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP, ALSO MADE TRE- 
MENDOUS IMPACT ON VIEWERS AT RECEPTION AND DAILY AT 
STADIUM AFTER PRACTICE. 

4. TBT WERE MODEST, RELAXED PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE DIP- 
LOMATS AS WELL AS AWESOME COURT TALENTS; THEY INSPIRED 
BOTH RESPECT AND AFFECTION. BOTH MEN'S AND WOMEN'S TEAMS 
CAME TO THE AIRPORT TO SEE THEM OFF. GUINEANS COMPLAINED 
OVER AND OVER THAT WEEK'S VISIT WAS NOT TIME ENOUGH. 

5. IN RETROSPECT, TBT WERE PROBABLY OVERPROGRAMMED 
SLIGHTLY. GUINEANS WERE EAGER TO PROFIT FROM THEIR STAY 
AND WANTED ONE OR TWO PRACTICES A DAY. JET LAG, ADJUSTMENT 
TO HOT HUMID CLIMATE, AND DAILY PRACTICES TOOK THEIR TOLL. 

TO GET REST, TBT HAD TO CANCEL SUNDAY TOUR OF AFRICAN 
CHURCHES AND OUTING TO SIFRA. SOME GOG IDEOLOGICAL BAR- 
RIERS REMAINED IN PLACE. TBT NEVER DID MEET THE SPORTS 
MINISTER (WHO WAS AWAY AT A TUNIS FOOTBALL MATCH FOR PART 

OF STAY), OFF-HOURS FRATERNIZATION WITH PLAYERS (WHO WERE IN UNI- 
VERSITY EXAM WEEK) WAS REPORTEDLY HINDERED BY ORDER OF 
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MAMADI KEITA, EDUCATION-CULTURE-DOMAIN MINISTER. LANGUAGE 
BARRIER INTERFERED BECAUSE AVAILABLE USIS TRANSLATOR WAS 
NOT ENTIRELY ADEQUATE. 

6. BASKETBALL FEDERATION AND MINISTRY OF YOUTH (AT 
LEASTMIDDLE LEVELS) URGED EMBASSY TO TRY ARRANGE TWO 
FOLLOW-ON STEPS: (1) GET FULL-TIME AMERICAN COACH TO TRAIN 
GUINEAN NATIONAL BASKETBALL TEAMS IN CONAKRY 

FOR SAY, 4-6 MONTHS; (2) ARRANGE TOUR OF U.S. BY GUINEAN 
NATIONAL WOMEN S TEAM. HIGHER-LEVEL IDEOLOGUES 
MAY OR MAY NOT BE AS ENTHUSIASTIC; BUT TBT HAVING 
BROKEN MANY BARRIERS, CU MAY WISH CONSIDER AND ADVISE ON 
POSSIBILITY OF ONE OR BOTH STEPS IN FY 1978. 

MAINLAND 
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